
September 16, 2013 
Defining The Problem 

Key to solving any problem is to define it.  No one can fix that which no one 
understands clearly.  

So, depending on which side of child abuse “problem” you are on, you will define 
the “problem” differently.  

For instance: We on this side see that even after 3 years of Mandated Reports (13 
to date, perhaps more) there has not been a single child removed from the 
predators that hold them, and no one who has facilitated these crimes against 
children has been investigated, much less arrested and not one child has been 
rescued, while several have been murdered or died from neglect.  

Children being sexually abused should be the highest priority for Law 
Enforcement and the Department of Justice.  Removing children from danger 
should be the first step.  That step has not been taken.  

The reasons are becoming ever more clear by the day as to why the ‘Problem’ 
has not been approached in what would seem to you, me and all the rest of the 
normal world, the appropriate way.  

The ‘Problem’ seems to be defined differently by those at all levels of government.  
The problem to them is not that children are being stolen, sold, raped, abused, 
neglected and tortured… the “Problem” for those agencies is “People Reporting 
about it.” 

To that end, the very people who could have, long ago, put a stop to these 
abuses, and prevented the abuses, even the murders of these children, chose 
instead to protect the predators, and to protect the corrupt who are profiting off of 
the system that allows them to sell these children to their abusers, all the while 
being paid big bucks (from our Tax Dollars) in government checks and on top of 
that, all they can steal.  

None of this would have gone on all this time if it were only one or two people 
doing it.  It requires a network.  A network that requires corruption, loyalty and 
above all, it requires silence.  

The Network thrives on a chain of silence. This is where the men in suits come in, 
and cover it all up. This is where people like Scott Davis, Appointed by (then) 
Governor Hoeven, in 2009: Executive Director of the North Dakota Indian Affairs 
Commission in April 2009 by Gov. John Hoeven. In his position, he serves as 
liaison between North Dakota's state and tribal governments to address issues 
regarding education systems, court systems, economic development, law 
enforcement, transportation, healthcare systems, veterans and youth. 
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He made it a condition to the meeting (which 
he later cancelled at last minute because he 
had something more important to do at UTTC 
United Tribes Technical College that became 
more urgent than the ‘problem’ of children 
being raped, millions of tax dollars going 
‘missing’ from Tribal Social Services) a 
condition that no one talk about a criminal 
investigation on Kevin Dauphinais 
Brownshield or any of the others involved.  

This seems ‘odd’ to those who see what is 
happening to the children as a crime.  Why 
make it a condition of a meeting about 
ongoing crimes against these children, that 
nothing about criminals or their crimes be 
discussed? 

And then it turns out that Scott Davis is a 
long time, very good friend to Kevin 
Dauphinais Brownshield.   

Kevin looks like a moron. We call him “Toy Story” because he has a pinhead and 
he wears a huge cartoonish cowboy hat.  Scott Davis is but one of the many ‘well-
dressed suits’ that protects him.  

How many are running protection? Hard to tell at this point. But we know it runs all 
the way up the ladder to the Governor’s office, and beyond that, we know it runs 
all the way up and past Timothy Purdon’s Office in the DOJ.   

And now we know that Thomas Sullivan’s boss, James Murray, is doing all he can 
to thwart any meeting that would be set up or attended by Mr. Sullivan.  Now, why 
would someone whose job description has to do with the health and safety of 
children, go to such extremes as to outright thwart the Director of Division VIII?  
Who is above him that is making it imperative that these reports of crimes against 
children, go no further?  

There are some very big, very important, very powerful people who have 
something very dirty to hide, and it requires that those who have been reporting 
the abuses of the children, the embezzlement of millions of dollars, not be heard.  

This is our problem, boys and girls, ladies and gentlemen, and it’s huge.  But 
here’s the good news: They are afraid of us. They are afraid of us being heard. 
They are afraid of you knowing.  Most of all, they are afraid that the little toads 
they have working on their behalf, just an inch from their shoes, will be criminally 
investigated and roll over on them.  Their careers, their ‘investments’ are at risk.  
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The Good People of Spirit Lake are making huge headway and progress in 
cleaning up the corruption out there.  I have never seen a dynamo like Mardell 
Lewis, despite the threats and obstruction, plow through so much crap so fast and 
bring it to daylight.  

The investigation into Piggy Cavenaugh’s corruption is a bigger fish than we 
know.  One of the charges against Piggy is “Tampering with a Master Contract”.   

Do you think Ms Piggy will be quiet when she’s facing a 10 x 6 cell for the next 40 
years? She and her family, including her brother who was until he was fired (he 
called it retirement and Piggy somehow found $100K bonus to give him, despite 
his not having ever worked for the tribe, but for the BIA) have been part of a wide-
spread network that stole millions of dollars from both the government and the 
tribe, every year.  Not just in cash, but in resources and lands they stole from 
Tribal Members and the government and sold to ‘friends’ at drastic discounts, all 
profits pocketed, and shared with those on up the line who have until recently, 
been running the silence machine for them.  

Much has been uncovered by the team of independent auditors out there on the 
rez.  Crimes have been uncovered. More will be uncovered.  

Here’s thing: All of this was already uncovered in the big FBI investigations that 
went on out there, more than three years ago, and some of it long before that.  
They uncovered all that is being uncovered now, and then some.  But what did 
they do? Nothing.  

But along comes someone who is not part of the corruption network, sets up a 
team of forensic auditors, and boom, firings, investigations and big changes.  

Lots on the go there and lots more to get the go.  But a bigger Question remains: 
Why did the FBI do nothing? Who were they protecting? It wasn’t the children. It 
wasn’t the Taxpayers.  Who was it? Who is it?  

All of this is going higher and wider up the government ladders than anyone ever 
expected.  Unless of course, from the outset, when whistleblowers were being 
harassed, intimidated and threatened by the very people supposed to be 
protecting and assisting them, raised a suspicion in your mind early on in this as 
things began to play out, and things crawled out from under rocks.  

And now, even more obviously, they have to outright maneuver in blatant ways, to 
stop anyone from proceeding to either rescue these children, or report further on 
the abuses they are enduring.   

Thomas Sullivan is being told by his superiors, that they don’t want him attending 
any of the ‘meetings’ that are scheduled that have to do with the very reports that 
he has been pushing for going on three years now.  
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Had even the First Report been followed up on in the protocol defined in the 
Mandatory Reporting Laws, how many children could have been saved from rape 
and abuse?  How many children would not be dead now?  

As the heat and light get too close to some of the key players, their minions, often 
the weaker ones who would be the scape goats, fall guys when things go south, 
get panicky.  Many have abruptly ‘retired’ or asked for transfers, or just quit.  

Those still standing, holding down their fort against those of us who are ripping 
down their protection and ripping off their disguises, are getting scared.  Lies 
won’t do it any more.  Questions must be answered and they don’t want them 
asked in the first place.  

This is where media, especially investigative journalism, should be stepping in 
and looking further and asking the hard questions of those in high places.  Media 
should be penetrating their walls of secrecy and demanding answers.  Sadly, only 
a handful of reporters actually do that kind of work anymore.  Most media sells 
their soap by celebrity gossip, and radicalized political shilling.  That is all there to 
distract us, get us talking about that instead of what is going on, right under our 
noses, to all those children.  

If you think this vile mess is confined to Spirit Lake, think again.  This has to be as 
widespread as the jurisdiction of all those government agencies that are trying to 
cover it up.  It’s got to be worth billions to key players who pull the strings.  

It’s up to all of us to not let them get away with it. It’s up to all of us to demand 
they come clean, and that there are real, hard hitting criminal investigations, and 
children rescued, predators put in jail.   

Children are the future. What they become later, as adults is what we allow for 
them now.  If government won’t protect them, won’t even follow their own 
protocols for protecting them, don’t expect those who survive to have any respect 
for the laws that mean nothing to them and for the government that exploited 
them.  

We also need to call on media, TV, Newspapers, Radio, and urge them to delve 
into what is going on out there and reveal to all of us, what they find.  No puff 
pieces on how nice it is to live on the rez and what good memories of childhood 
people have out there.  That does nothing to rescue one child who is being raped 
while some journalists make it their job to do PR and serve up Puff Pastry to dull 
any alarm anyone might be feeling.  

We each have to make contact and let them know we are watching them: In 
Government and in the Media that is supposed to be keeping government honest.  

The Good People of Spirit Lake are overcoming tremendous odds.  They are 
working to rout out the corrupt while the corrupt are relying on ignorance, silence 
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and help from above—not heavenly, but the puppeteers who pull the strings on 
them from higher up in all the agencies’ ladders.  

Getting them out is one thing. Keeping them out quite another.  Latest I heard, 
Clarice Brownshield (Kevin Dauphinais Brownshield’s sister) is, along with 
Weenie Boy Roger Yankton (recently deposed Chairman) both running for the 
now empty Ft. Totten Tribal Council Seat.  

It’s comical in some ways. Both Roger & Clarice threw down files on one another, 
to the FBI, detailing each other’s corruption and crimes.  FBI of course, did 
nothing.  Crime is not a priority with them, it seems.  Weenie Boy has a restraining 
order on him forbidding him from coming near the Blue Building.  So, who in the 
Ft. Totten District who is not part of his criminal syndicate, will vote for him?  Who 
will vote for her?  

Ft. Totten District needs an Honest Rep. Surely, there has to be someone in Ft. 
Totten that has integrity and an education and is not already part of the criminal 
enterprise that has been running, up until recently, the entire Tribal Council.  

There are still the corrupt already on Council and they need to be outvoted until 
they can be recalled or arrested.  If you want a better, safer community, and fair 
play, so that you and everyone else has a fair shot at a job, decent housing, or 
any kind of future for your children, The Good People of Ft. Totten will nominate, 
support and elect someone of the same caliber as is Mardell Lewis.  Imagine what 
can be accomplished with two like her on Tribal Council! 

Meanwhile, the rest of us, everyone in ND, or any state for that matter, start 
getting on the elected, the appointed and start demanding answers.  Real 
Answers.  

Don’t settle for the “We’re looking forward” excuse for not pursuing a criminal 
investigation.  All crimes happened in the past.  “Looking Forward” is the code for 
“ignoring crimes. Protecting criminals”.  Don’t let anyone get away with that.  

We have more power than we know. But it only works when we work together.  
They are afraid we will.  Just the handful of us that are, has them rattled.  Rattled 
is not enough. We need to bring down the corruption and make sure it doesn’t get 
a foothold again.   

We can’t save those who have already been killed or are so badly damaged they’ll 
never reconnect, but we can save our future, one child or a hundred at a time.  
This is where we make our stand.  

We are close enough to count coup, we are close enough to bring them down.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


